THE CARDINAL'S PRIVATE LIFE
that his name should survive: he is Michel le Masle, Prior
of Roches, who, towards 1600, was already the petit valet
of Armand du Plessis, and who, for many years, was his
personal household servant. In reality, le Masle was a
great deal more than a secretary, he was the Cardinal's
factotum, worthy of such confidence that Richelieu during
his absences entrusted him with the management of his
revenues, and lodged \vith him a sum of 1,500,000 litres
in cash (30,000,000 francs) for the security of the State in
case of urgent need. The other secretaries, Charpentier,
Gaudin, De Loynes, remained in the shade and prospered
quietly. Their situation was no sinecure. After his first
sleep, and when he had performed his devotions, Richelieu
usually began to work, and dictated until almost six in
the morning. He then went back to bed, to rise between
seven and eight, when he immediately called for his
secretaries. But very often the Cardinal reduced his hours
of sleep: the days were not long enough, he could not lose
any part of them. Besides, during the day, his interviews
with the King and with all the great personages of the
kingdom, councils, private meetings, the social round also,
from which he could not altogether stand aside, left him
without the quiet necessary for thought, especially these
hours of meditation and silence in which it was possible
for him to make plans and to study the problems which
he had to resolve. Fever helped him to carry on without
sleep. Perpetually ill, and suffering cruelly, he made up
his mind to allow neither illness nor pain to dispirit him,
and to be master of his body. Also, he had beside him a
night secretary who slept in his room and replaced his
colleagues during the rare moments when the master
allowed them to sleep. But this secretary was also a nurse,
who, every night, when Richelieu woke from his first sleep,
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